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R BMARK- 


Dear SIR, . f 


N anſwer to yours, moſt readily do I confeſs myſelf one of 

many, who cannot rejoice in the late tranſactions of the Sy- 
nod of Glaſpgow and Ayr, which preſently occupy the thoughts 
and diſcourſe of all that take any concern in the affairs of the 
Church. Only a ſhort ſummary of the buſineſs is yet indeed 
laid before the public *; but as that ſeems to be authentic, there 
1s no reaſon to ſuppoſe the fuller account will differ in any ma 
terial circumſtance. And though, what is called the conclu- 
ſion of Dr Macgi/Ps explanation and apologyis well calculated, as 
it is certainly intended to deceive, if any ſerious intelligent 
perſon is impoſed on by it, and therefore 1s ready to congratu- 
late the Synod, the Church of Scotland. and his friends, on ſo 
joyful an event, that muſt be aſcribed to his inattention, or to 
the firſt tranſports of laudable paſhons miſleading his judgment. 
For, 

Who was the offender at the bar of the Reverend Synod ? 
Not a common culprit, ſurpriſed into an inſtance of intoxication 
or an act of uncleanneſs; not a ſcrupler about Preſbyterian 
Church-government, or a ſtickler for the ſurplice and lawn 
ſleeves in church- adminiſtrations; not a dealer in the ſmall 
wares of Baxterianiſin or Glaſſitiſm; but a man, who, tram- 
pling on the moſt ſolemn engagements that can be deviſed to 
ſecure human ſociety, after many years of perverting and im- 
pugning the great fundamental truths of the Chriſtian Religion, 
in his ordinary official ſervices, to the hurt, and it is to be 
feared, the ruin of many precious ſouls, - collecting all his la- 
bours ir this kind into one of the moiſt artful productions that 
ever appeared in any country, has had the audacity to obtrude 
upon us, the whole ſyſtem of Socinian hereſy and blaſphemy: 
among other things, ſhocking to a Chriſtian ear, boldly aver- 
ring, and endeavouring to prove, the GREAT Gop ours Savi- 
ous, to be no more than a perſon of our 'own order ; explain- 
ing away, and denying his ſubſtitution in the place of guilty 
men, and his atonement for their fins; aſcribing that to our 
naughty repentance and good works, which the Word of God 
uniformerly teaches us, to ſeek in Jesus CnRISsT ALONE. And 


then, Th | 
| | What 
* See Glaſgow Advertiſer for 16th April, publiſhed by direQtion of Synod, 
ſee alſo the Edinburgh Evening Courant, 17th April 1790. 
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What contrition has he expreſſed ? What acknowledgments 
has he made ? One ſhould think the one ought to be very deep, 
and the other very particular, full and ſolemn. But is the 
matter ſo? Is he ſorry that, though the ftandards of the 
Church of Scotland are founded on the unerring Oracles, ſworn 
and ſubſcribed by him as ſuch, he has not only in the moſt 
open and avowed manner departed from them, but uſed all 
his efforts to ſubvert their doctrines, and rear a vaſt fabric of 
abſurdity, contradiction, error and blaſphemy in their ſtead : 
Accompanied with an unreſtrained torrent of invective and 
abuſe of thefe ſtandards themſelves, and every thing of the 
{fame nature that ever was, or ſhall be fixed in the Church? 
Is he ſorry that, taking ſuch liberties with Sacred Scripture as 
an honeſt Pagan would bluſh at, and which no man who va- 
lues his reputation, would venture upon with an ode of Pindar 
or Horace, a chapter of Nepos or Livy, he has diſhonoured all 
the adorable Perſons of Deity, by annihilating the underived, 
eſſential and infinite perfections of the Son or Gop, and by 
depreciating every part of his Mediatorial character, office, 
work and ſalvation? Or that he has offended his brethren, as 
by inſolently vilifying their divine Maſter, ſo by promulgating 
not only another, but an oppoſite goſpel to that which they 
are bound to receive and preach; which is lodged in the hearts 
and conſtantly dwells on the tongues of thoſe of them who are 
honeſt and faithful ? And that he has offended the whole Chri- 
ſtian world, by preſuming to inſult them with a diſcovery, 
that their common faith is a deluſion, their ſolemn worſhip ido- 
latry, and their firmeſt and moſt 7 — hopes for eternity 
built on the ſand? No; there is no ſorrow expreſſed, or felt, 
for any of theſe things. What then? 

. Why, © conſidering that every member of the Church of 
Scotland is bound by very folemn engagements, to adhere 
to the ſtandards, and as theſe ſtandards are the only autho- 
ritative interpreters of the Sacred Scriptures amongſt us, I 
hereby again declare, that I am heartily ſorry, that my 
publications ſhould have given offence to my brethren and 
the world.” And does this mean any more than that, 
though his publications were no proper object of offence, yet 
through the fally and prejudice of ſome people they have be- 
come hateful to them; that, though in themſelves no: juſt 
cauſe of ſtumbling, but quite the reverſe, they have, through 
the weakneſs and perverſeneſs of numbers who met with them, 
been made the occaſion of it; as our Lord's healing the diſea- 
Ted on the Sabbath was to the Jews; or as Paul's preaching 
Jeſus and the reſurrection was to the Athenians ; and that this 
1s a matter of ſincere regret ? If any thing more is, or can be 


intended, in a conſiſtency with what follows in the apology, 
n and 


„ 


and the Doctor's known ſentiments, only that 4 and becauſe 
the ſtandards are the only authoritative interpreters of Scrip- 
ture among us, to which every miniſter of the Eſtabliſhment is 
bound by Church and State to adhere, it was rather indecent 
to treat them with ſo little ceremony as he has done; eſpecial» 
ly in his remarks on Mr Peeble*s ſermon ; and that ſuch free- 
doms cannot altogether be juſtified. Singular penitence tru- 
| ly! and what any member of the Church of Rome, enlightened 
in Proteſtant principles, about which he is as certain as the ex- 
iſtence of God, or a member of the Church of England, better 
inſtructed in the fimplicity of goſpel-worſhip, in which he is 
equally confirmed, —could not be aſhamed to profeſs, while in- 
duſtriouſly ſpreading his ſentiments, and yet remaining in 
the communion of their reſpective churches, and enjoying all 
the emoluments of office. | 

Il fay in a conſiſtency with what follows. For when you ex- 
claim good man ! How-our hearts ſhould warm to him, adding, 
with the tear in his eye and exquiſite anguith piercing his ſoul, 
And upon further reflection, I am ſenſible, that there are 
ideas in theſe publications, which may appear improper, and 
© expreſſions unguarded and ambiguous ; particularly reſpect- 
ing the original and eſſential dignity of the Son of God; the 
* doctrine of his atonement by his ſufferings and death; the 
_ © prieſthood and interceſſion of Chriſt ; the method of recon- 
© ciling ſinners to God; and ſubſcription to the Confeſſion of 
Faith: all which ideas I hereby diſclaim, and for all which 
«© expreſſions I am heartily ſorry.” I exclaim in my turn, O 
the manifeſt diſingenuity and impoſture! 

Pray what is this origina! and eſſential dignity of the Son of 
God, about which ſome of his ideas may appear improper, and 
his expreſſions unguarded and ambiguous 2 Is it his true, proper 
and ſupreme Godhead ; or is it his ſuperior moral excellence as 
a man ; or the extraordinary endowments, miraculous gifts, 
high powers and prerogatives conferred on him as a great Pro- 
phet ſent by God? Are they ſuch ideas and expreſſions as re- 
late to the intercęſſory part of his prieſthood, which the Doctor 
is ſo kind as to admit, he performed on earth; or the expratory 
part of his prieſthood, which he contends is performed in 
heaven only ? Such as relate to the ſimple prevalence of his in- 
terceſhon, and matters of that kind, or to its nature and grounds, 
as being of the /ame bind, and ſupported in the /ame way, as 
the prayers of all other good men ? Such as relate to a real or. 
to a metaphorical atonement only ? Such as relate to a ſort of 
reconciliation made by the blood of Chriſt; or to the genuine and 
effectual reconciliation made by repentance and fincere endeavours? 
Such as relate to the vanity, folly and impoſition on conſcience, of 
which Churches are guilty, by requiring ſubſcriptions to Creeds 
and Confeſſions; or the very proper freedoms which Cranmer 

| | i and 
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and Ridley, the father of the Relief people, and the founders of 
the Sece//ion uſed with them? Thoſe who have read the Doc- 
tor's publications with any degree of judgment, will underſtand 
theſe diſtinctions, and the ſcope of the queſtions. occaſioned by 
them. > | ; 

I urge again, what are theſe ideas and expreſſions ? Is there 
any enumerations made, any ſpecimen given, or ſo much as 
one of them mentioned? No: They are, therefore, what any 
man pleaſes they ſhould be, whether Socinian or Calviniſt, pro- 
feſſed Chriſtian or Deiſt. But ſuppoſing thoſe ideas and ex- 
preſſions to be intended, which every one of the faith of this 
Church muſt quarrel with; I farther aſk, May not ideas be 
very proper in themſelves, and expreſſions be very guarded 
and plain, which mav appear otherwiſe to weak and ignorant, 
mattentive and captious people, as thoſe preſented by our 
Lord to the eus, John vi. 27.—65 ? May not ideas be very 
Juſt, as being exactly conformable to their objects, which yet 
are very zmproper to be expreſſed in certain circumitances ? 
Ideas very juſt and proper for a tradeſman in his ſhop, or on the 


ſtreet, which would be very improper for a clergyman in the pul- 


pit; proper at a marrtage-feſtival, and the reverſe at a funeral- 
folemmity ? May not expreſſions be unguarded and ambiguous 
through the inadvertence or warmth of the ſpeaker or writer, 


his indiſtinct views of the ſubject, a temporary confuſion of ide- 


as, a miſtaken or ill choſen word, too high colouring, or too ſtrong 
and far fetched a metaphor, and a variety of ſuch things; 
very often too, from the ſtupidity, neglizence, faſtidious tem- 


per, or carping ſpirit of the hearer or reader: while yet the 


author of theſe expreſſions, is really teaching, illuſtrating and 
defending the truth, and nothing but the truth 2 Alas, where 


is the belt miniſter of the goſpel, or the beſt writer in the, 


world, who will affirm, that all his ideas have always been 
proper, or all his expreſſions always guarded and plain? Where 
is he, who has not ſpoken or written by inſpiration of God, 
who dares to advance ſo high pretenſions ? If fo, 

Tell me, Sir, what is the amount, and where lies the merit 
of ſaying,---<* All which ideas, I hereby diſclaim, and for all 
© whichexpreſſions I am heartily ſorry?” Does he hereby retract 
one ſingle idea as wnjuft or erroneous, or one ſingle expreſſion as 
unguarded and ambiguous in themſelves, or even in the cir- 
cumſtances in which he uttered them? And though he did, 
who ſees not that the general ſtrain of his doctrine and com- 
poſition, nay, the whole of it, excepting a few trifling ble- 
miſhes, ariſing from unavoidable human infirmity, or very 
excuſable inadvertence, may ſtill be tranſcendently pure and 
perfect? What then is the amount? © Gentlemen, As you 
have had the good ſenſe and politeneſs, not to ſtate to me, 
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F* in your judicial capacity, what ideas of mine are or may ap- 
*< pear improper, or what expreſſions are or may appear un- 
*© guarded and ambiguous, I cannot but be deeply ſenſible of 
your juſtice and moderation: and beg leave to aſſure you, 
<< that though entirely ſatisfied of the unexceptionable juſtneſs 
of wy ſentiments, with the accuracy and preciſion of my ex- 


<< preſſion, J cannot but deplore the impenetrable heads, infa- 


tuated underſtandings and perverſe tempers of mankind. 
Or conſcious as J am, of riſing above the higheſt level of 
10 my cotemporaries, in the line of my profeſſion, it is matter 
of deep regret to me, that I poſſeſs not a ſtretch of intellect 
and powers of expreſſion beyond the limits of our ſpecies, at 
6 leaſt equal to the infallible writers of the Divine Oracles. Or 
< at fartheſt, though immoveably confirmed in the truth of my 
opinions, and the peculiar excellence of my productions, I am 
© convinced of the poſſibility of the one and other being ca- 
e pable of ſome {mall correction and improvement: and as far 
% as they are /o, I am heartily ſorry for it, and crave your in- 
* dulgence.“ If you, Sir, or any other can make more of it, 


the world will certainly be obliged by the diſcovery. 


But he adds; © And I hereby declare my belief of theſe 


„ great articles, as they are laid down in the itandards of this 


«© Church.” I grant it, Sir. But can you give him credit for 
that aſſertion, in the natural and common fenſe of the terms? 
Has he the credit of one member of the Synod on either fide 
of his cauſe ? Can any man acquainted with the true ſtate of 
the caſe, whoſe charity is not looſe as the wind, and whoſe 


Faith cannot ſwallow the moſt monſtrous and incredible things, 


believe his declaration ? Have we not juſt now ſeen, and are 
not you firmly perſuaded of it, that though his book is replete 
with principles totally repugnant to the doctrine of the ſtand- 
ards on theſe heads, he has not in his exp/anatzon and apology 
retracted a fingle ſentiment or expreſſion contained in it ? Did 
he more in his anſwers formerly given in to the Preſbytery, 
and tranſmitted to the Synod ? And who, 1 beſeech you, upon 
any other occaſion, public or private, ever heard him make 
Juch recantation or correction? Was it not taken for granted 
by all parties, on the very day of the Synod's meeting, that he 
held preciſely the ſame principles, as when he publiſhed his 
book ? Were any means uſed on that, or the following 
day, to convince him that theſe articles, as laid down 
in the ſtandards, are ſcriptural and ſound, and that the 
contrary doctrine, taught by him, is unſcriptural and 
peſtilential ? What were theſe means, and who uſed 
them ? If there was no ſuch thing, how can it be rational- 
ly preſumed he had really changed his creed? And ſup- 
poſing the beſt means had been applied, I appeal, whether 


|. 


—— 
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a perſon, who can believe ſuch a thorough inſtantaneous ſub. 
verſion of firſt principles in a religious ſyſtem, deeply digeſted 
and ſtrengthened on all ſides, by many years ſtudy and inveſti- 
gation, and the eſtabliſhment of others perfectly contradictory 
to them, without an exertion of divine power on his mind, as 
aſtoniſhing as any thing that ever attended the preaching of the 
Apoſtles, - may not as readily and eafily believe, that he can 
traverſe the Atlantic ocean in a nut-ſhell? | 19 5 


What then ſhall we make of his declaration? What indeed; | 


but the ſame as of ſimilar declarations of Aſſent and Conſent to 
the thirty-nine articles of the Church of England, and to the 
Weſtminfler Confeſſion of Faith, conceived in ſtill ſtronger and 
more pointed terms, every day made by intrants into the mi- 
niſtry in England and Scotland, who do not believe perhaps one 
of the articles of religion, as laid down in theſe ſtandards? 
You need not go farther than the appendix to the Doctor's Re- 
volution ſermon for an explication of the whole myſtery. He 
believes thoſe articles as laid down in the ſtandards, as he has 
long, perhaps from his inveſtiture with office, believed them ; 
that is, in /o far as he finds them conſiſtent with another article 
in the ſame ſtandards, ſtating the ſupreme authority of the 
Scriptures, and declaring them the only infallible rule of faith 
and manners. In other words, in ſo far as us has ſeen their 
Sceripture-evidence 5 and that he has never been able to perceive. 
Aſk him in his chamber, and if his tate hanres bhce not 
taught him filence, he will be as ready to own it, as in any 
time paſt. If you ſhould call this a groſs proſtitution of every 
thing ſacred, a ſhocking inſult on the underſtanding, and a 
ſhameful abuſe of the language of mankind ; in ſhort, the 
ſublime of Fe/urtrcal wo pave and politics ; 1 will not check 
your warmth, or attempt to {often your language: but /o mat- 
ters ſtand, as certainly as the town of Ayr does on the weſt 
coaſt of Scotland. | | 

Conſider next what the Reverend Synod have done. You 
know, Sir, with what dexterity and force the ſupreme court 
has often wielded the ſword of diſcipline in certain caſes ; par- 
ticularly, in caſes of not giving implicit obedience to their injunc- 
tions, how unſcriptural or tyrannical ſoever ; as in the ſettle- 
ment of a worthleſs preſentee, in the face of all the oppoſition 
that an abuſed pariſh can make. Many examples will occur 
to your mind. That of the Reverend Mr Gilleſpie can never 
be forgotten. Have the Synod diſcovered any portion of bet- 
ter zeal in a better cauſe ? Have they, agreeably to the Word 
of God, and as the form of proceſs requires, even in a caſe 


of common ſcandal}, let the offender's confeſſion and penitence 
| | be 
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be what they will, depo/ed him from his office as 4 miniſter, 


which always infers a deprivation of benefice ? Have they 
ſuſpended him from the exerciſe of his office? Have they a 

pointed him to be rebubed before the congregation of Ayr, w * 
with diabolical art, he has laboured ſo long to-drown in per- 
dition? Did they rebuke him at their own Bar, where ſome 
ſuppoſe he ſtood Heretic confeſſed ? Did they ſo much as 
tender him an admonition, or give him the /{zghteft token of 
their diſpleaſure ? No, they have not done the /eaft of theſe 
things. Not, though the Lozp or cLoxy, whoſe miniſters 


- they profeſs to be, and in whoſe name they pretended to con- 


ſtitute and act, was upon the matter ſtanding at their bar; 
obteſting them by all his authority over his Church, and all 
that he did and ſuffered for her ſalvation ; by all their regard 
to the preſent and future intereſt of the offender ; by all their 
— zeal and aſſiduity towards the flock committed to 


their care; by all their dependence upon, and hopes in him; 


and as they ſhould anſwer in the great day of his appearing; to 
do Him ju/tice by a due exerciſe of the diſcipline of his houſe, 
upon one of his pretended public ſervants, who has employed 
all the ſanctity of office, all the influence of ſtation, much of 
his conſecrated time, and all the ftrength of his intellectual 
endowments, for crucifying Him afreſh, and putting hum to 
open ſhame. : | | 

Have they pointed out and condemned, as contrary to the 
word of God, and the ſubordinate ſtandards of this Church, 
the many damnable errors contained in his eſſay, or any of 
them? Or have they aſſerted and vindicated the fundamental 
truths of our holy religion, in determinate and preciſe terms, 
purpoſely laid againſt theſe errors ? Have they, at leaſt, given 
an impartial ſummary of his execrable and pernicious tenets, 
contraſted, how ſhortly ſoever, with the ſacred Oracles, and 
the received Confeſſion, to the diffuſed Church, in the diſtrict 
of which they are the repreſentatives ; that all might be aſſiſt- 
ed in diſtinguiſhing between the voice of the Goop Sn HE TRERD, 


and that of a firanger : warning them as they value their im- 


mortal ſouls, to liſten with the deepeſt attention and ſubmiſſion 
to the former, and to turn away with dete ſlation and horror 
from the latter ? Nothing of all this has been done, nor, as far 
as we know, ſo much as propoſed. 

What then have they done ? Several very aſtoniſhing things, 
Sir, which will tranſmit their names with ſuch fame, as ſuch 
proceedings merit, not only to poſterity in the Br:tz/h Iſles, but 
one day to that ſpread abroad from the riſing to the ſetting ſun.* 
They have ArrROVED Dr. Macgill's explanation and apology, 
received it As SATISFACTORY, and ordered the ſame to be pu- 
bliſhed, together with that ſection of the Confeſſion of Faith, 
which reſpects the original dignity of . Chriſt, and alſo that 

| B | ſection 


. See the papers above referred to, 
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ſection which relates to the atonement of Chriſt the Mediator; 


: e Fs Doctor to take inſtruments in the clerk's hands 


upon their deciſion. They have called this a 57755 concluſion 
of the matter, and deeply impreſſed with a ſenſe of it, they 
have expreſſed their hopes, that, by the bleſſing of God, the 
terminating of this affair will tend to maintain peace and truth 
in this Church, and preſerve the authority of her ſtandards; 
and finally have returned ſolemn thanks to God, for his coun- 
tenance and direction in this buſineſs!!! Ah! that it ſhould be 
told in England, or in the ſtreets of any nation in Europe, leſt 
the whole armies of Aran, Socinions and Deiſts rejoice ! 
Whether ſuch an explanation and apology, ought to have 
been approved and received, as JOIN and whether 
ſuch a termination of the affair can have the happy tendencies, 
which the Synod hope; or whether the Synod, inſtead of 
ſtanding for the defence of the truth, the authority of the 
ſtandards, and the-true peace of the Church, (all which have 
been ſo inſolently attacked by the Doctor) as by every obligation 
they are bound—have not, by their deciſion, crucified all theſe, 
entombed them in a ſepulchre hewed out of the rock, and 
ſealing the ſtone and ſetting a watch, called on the members 
of this Church to rejoice for the conſolation, —may, after the 
above ſtate, be ſubmitted to you, Sir, and to every man, who 
can diſtinguiſh in theſe matters between the right hand and 
the left. | | 
Maintenance of the truth / when it has received no fort of 
evidence or confirmation; when no man living can tell by all 
this what rs truth, unleſs it be by a ſcandalous concealment of 
it as a nuiſance, or a nefarious execution of it as a criminal! 
Preſervation of the authority of the Nandards when no diſcon- 
formity of the Doctor's opinions to them has been found; when 
they have not ſo much as been judicially applied; when the 
only expiation of former treacherous indignities done to them 
by the Doctor, which has been made by him, or demanded by 
his ſuperiors, conſiſts in a deriſory bow of the knee, and a 
taunting ſalutation, Harl, Weſtminſter Confeſſion! when of con- 
ſequence, all the poſſible reſpect that can ariſe to them from 
theſe tranſactions, muſt proceed from a growing perſuaſion, 
that they deſerve to be treated like any other puppet of mock 
majeſty ; and that every ſon of the Church, entertaining the 
public with ſuch a laughable farce, by way of — 
for ſome previous inſult, ſhall not only eſcape with impunity, 
but receive the loudeſt plaudits of aſſembled Elders! Then too, 
may the Synod decree, that the conſtitution of our country is 


maintained, and the authority of our laws preſerved, when the 


ſocial compact being diſſolved, every one may do what is right in 
e own eyes, to the hanging of Magna Charta and books of 
varhament on 2 — und then throwing them * 2 
- On- 


| 6 
bon- fire of the goods and chattels of the lieges with the ap- 
plauſes of the whole ſurrounding Banditii. 
What does it ſignify for palliating this conduct, to appoint 
tuo ſections of the Confeſion of Faith to be publiſhed along 
with the Explanation and Apology; when every body knows 
| there are ſuch ſections, and has acceſs to peruſe them at any 
time in the Confeſſion itſelf ; when there is as great oppoſi- 
tion between the Doctor's E/ay and many other ſections of the 
Confeſſion as theſe; when, though ſaid. Confeſſion Hill poſſeſ- 
ſes the name of authority, none can be ignorant that, being long 
ftripped of its power, it is daily contradicted and ridiculed by ma- 
ny, if not moſt of thoſe who have ſubſcribed it, without a fault; 
and when more evidence has now been given of this than in a- 
ny former period; when no intimation is made by the Synod, 
that the doctrines of theſe ſections is the genuine faith of 
Chriſtians on the points in queſtion, cor dially believed and 
held by the Synod, and worthy of all acceptation and contend- 
ing by their people; eſpecially when the Doctor's book is ſuf- 
fered to walk through the earth, ſpreading deſtruction at noon- 
day, and exhibiting the unſpeakably important and precious 
truths taught: in theſe ſections, in ſolemn triumph, to the deri- 
fion and abhorrence of every ſpectator, not only without con- 
trol and contradiction, but without the ſmalle/} ſtigma of diſ- 
| approbation ? RY 
That it tends to peace I admit, Sir. And how precious 1s 
peace of a right kind! He 1s not in the ſpirit of a Chriſtian 
who does not value it, purſue it, and contribute all in his power 
to promote it: But is there not a falſe and deilruttive peace 
in the Church, as well as in the civil community, or in the \ 
breaſt of an individual? If truth and a good conſcience are ſa- 
crificed to peace, by what name can you call it, when exhibited 
in its faireſt dreſs, and with the moſt pompous parade, but a 
wicked conſpiracy againſt Gon, his Church, and the beſt intereſts 
of mankind? And can there be a genuine member of this 
Church, not warped by prejudice or intereſt, not the dupe of 
clerical fineſſe, not ſtunned with the- ſenſeleſs clamours and © 
congratulations of an unthinking multitude, who, upon the con- | 
fiderations already ſuggelied, will heſitate to claſs this peace 
with the moſt infamous combinations of that kind that ever 
diſgraced the annals of men? Muſt he not view. it in a ſimilar 
light with that peace recorded 2 Kings xvif, 24, — 34. that 
which Joram deſired and Jehu denied, 2 Kings ix. 22. and even 
with that in which Pilate and Herod were united, Luke xxiii. 
1,12? Is that a hallowed and advantageous peace in a 
Church of Jeſus*Chrift, by which truth is laid proftrate, and | 
equity cannot enter? By which, after ſome little jealouſies and | 
| altercations, open Socinian blaſphemers and ſeducers are more | 
* firmly than ever conſolidated in one eccleſiaſtical maſs with thoſe, 
l who 
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who profeſs ſtill to retain the faith and fellowſhip of the go- 
ſpel ? Or, in other words, when the only point of agreement is, 


who faſteſt and deepeſt to plunge their ſeveral daggers into the 


heart of that very Church, and of her Divine Logo ? 
Will you, Sir, with the Reverend Synod, pronounce this a 
* happy concluſionꝰ of the matter? Or is it not one of the 
moſt awful tragedies ever aQed on the ſtage of time; never e- 
qualled in % land; not even when the affairs of the famous 
Simp/on and Campbell were terminated by the Aſſembly, though 
theſe wrung the hearts of many of God's dear children, 
and made their eyes a fountain of tears; ſeldom if ever 


equalled, when all cireumſtances are taken into the ac- 


count, ſince the horrible ſcenes of Calvary againſt the Son os 
Gon and Saviour of the world in perſon, were cloſed ? Did 
they well therefore, in returning ſolemn thanks to God for 
* his countenance and direction in this buſineſs ??? Or does the 
hiſtory of the Church record a more daring profanation of 
his ſacred Name, and a bolder attack on the majeſty of his 
Throne? | 5 
Theſe are indeed moſt aſtoniſhing things, Sir. And yet, not- 
withſtanding the uncommon paroxyſm of zeal into which ſome 
clergymen were thrown, with their conſequent activity, and 
the high expeCtations raiſed on them by many, /uch an iſſue 
might have been foreſeen by all. On the one hand, that the 
Doctor, while perſiſting in his heretical opinions, and declining 
any /ublantial acknowledgments, would not ſcruple, if but mo- 
derately preſſed, to declare his adherence to the ſtandards. 
This path hath been long opened, and always trode by his fore- 
runners in error and duplicity, when called m queſtion by the 
courts. And, baſe and ſhocking as it 1s in the higheſt degree, 
ſuch is the laxity of moral principle among us, and ſo common 


the practice of perfidious juggling in the matter of ordination. 


vows and ſubſcription, that, as men ceaſe to wonder at it, ſo 


the knaves themſelves do not bluſh, if they have not the cou- 


rage openly to glory in their ſhame. On the other hand, con- 
fidering the continually darkening complexion of the majority, 
particularly of the leading men in this Church, the principles 
of their adminiſtration, and uniform tenor of their proceedings 
for more than 70 years—that they would cheerfully and quick- 
ly clap up a peace with him, on the ufual eaſy terms. If their 
fathers much more baſhful corrupters, and far from their 
ſtage of corruption, did ſo, what ſhall be thought, when the glo- 
ry is removed from the threſhold of the houſe to the moun- 
tain ? ' 


From ſuch conſiderations as theſe, I, and many others, clear- 


ly foreſaw and confidently predicted the event, from the begin- 
ning of the buſineſs. But in one circumſtance, I muſt confeſs 
to you, Sir, that my diſappointment is very great and PR 
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For high as the tide of defection has run through the breadth 
and length of our land, I was ſtill fo charitable as to hope, 
that a true prophet of the Lord could not periſh, nor a falſe 
one, when fairly brought on the field, find ſecure protection 
but in the Aſſembly-houſe at Epinsurcn : Taking for granted, 
that in all inferior convocations of church-men, . would be 
found of ſufficient ability, integrity and zeal, to prevent ſuch a 
load of guilt reſting on them; and that even the deepeſt revolt- 
ers would be glad to ſeek countenance and ſhelter in ſuch ca- 


ſes, under the higheſt eccleſiaſtical authority, or to mingle 


their honours with 1t. | he 
Particularly, both theſe were expected of the Synod of G/af- 
gow and Ayr; in which, though many have been long notori- 
ouſly removed from the faith of the goſpel, and ſtrenuous ad- 
wocates for the deſuetude and relaxation of diſciphne, there 
are not a few reſpeQable characters, who, in moſt caſes of 
conſequence, have been able to ſhew a majority on the ſide of 
the conſtitution. Had I been ever ſo ſolemnly aſſured by thoſe 


_ who pretended to be in the ſecret, that Socinian emiſſaries, 


canvaſſing the whole Synod individually, had ſecured ſuch a 
concluſion, I ſhould have treated the report as a calumny; and 
fill looked forward to the G——/ 4——y, as alone capable 
of betraying in this manner the Son of Man with a kifs. Did I 
think that ſuch men as the ſteady and retired Dr S——, the 
pious, popular, and of late zealous Mr B , would have had 
an active and deep hand, or indeed any hand at all, in ſuch a 
deciſion ? And not rather that, though all the reſt had forſaken 
Chriſt, a few of theſe more worthy names would have ſtood by 
him, in the midſt of all reproaches and hazards, and, in ſpite 
of the Synod, have rolled the burden of guilt and infamy off 
their ſhoulder ? Alas! how is the beauty of Iſrael (lain in the 
high places! How are the mighty fallen! One ſhould have 
thought, had their zeal for our Lord and the conſtitution of 
this Church been extinguiſhed, that concern for their reputa- 
tion and the acceptance of their public fervices, would have 
induced them to chooſe other meaſures. Had they not the ex- 
ample of Dr T before them ? Juſtly as his conduct in this 


cauſe has been reprobated, and contemptible as he has become 


in the eyes of many, his guilt is in ſundry reſpects but the 
weight of a graſshopper, in compariſon with the enormous 
load, under which they and their party are ſtaggering. 


It would have afforded ſome conſolation in this mournful 


affair to have been told, how puſillanmiouſly and treacherouſly 
ſoever thoſe, to whom the public chiefly looked up, have be. 
haved, that the approbation and acceptance did not paſs un- 
animouſly, or with filent acquieſcence ; but that two or three 
at leaſt, Miniſters or Elders, like fingle Elijab in the midſt of 
the thouſands of Iſrael, had preſerved ſome ſpark of honeſt 


zeal 
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zeal for the Lord God of Hoſts, and had carried the cauſe to 
a higher court. Perhaps, notwithſtanding contrary appearances, 
they might have been inſtrumental in bringing the matter to 8 
eruly happy concluſion. But, ſuppoſe they ſhould have had 
no {ucceſs, of which indeed, humanly ſpeaking, there was no 
reaſonable proſpect, ſtill being found in the path of duty, God 
would have honoured them many ways ; and among others, 
by embalming their memory in the records of this Church. 
But O the fin, the ſhame, the accumulation of pur griefs ! 
* There is none to guide her among all the ſons ſhe hath 
© brought forth; neither is there any to take her by the hand 
<< of all the ſons ſhe hath brought up! Thy ſons have fainted, 
<< they lie at the head of all the ſtreets !?? 

Have we not in this tranſaction, Sir, a ſtriking verification 
of the remark, diſhonourable as it is to an order of men, who 
ſhould always be firſt and boldeſt in the cauſe of Chriſt, ſo 
common as to be almoſt proverbial, That the reformation of the 
Church never did, and never will proceed from the eftablifhed 
Clergy, when neither preſſed by the magiſtrate, nor alarmed. 
or ſtimulated by the people? And as the interference of the 
civil powers in this country, is not to be expected for ſuch 
purpoſes in our times, it only remains for the people of Scot- 
fand, who cannot bear to ſee the Crown ſo audaciouſly torn 
from the Red-emer's head, and contemptuouſly profaned on 
the ground, who wiſh for the maintenance of the precious 
truths of the goſpel and of pure ordinances in their own time, 
and to tranſmit them as the beſt legacy to their children, to 
enter into aſſociations, as Providence may give them oppor- 
tunity, formed on conſtitutional principles, well concerted, 
temperate and firm, for awakening their ſleepy and ſecure 
Clergy, and for rouſing their ſpiritleſs and treacherous courts 
to a proper diſcharge of their duty. 84 

There are two directions which ſuch aſſociations can take. 
Either that of a ſelect number of perſons, inſtructed and duly 
ſupported by the reit, lib-Iling the Doctor before his own 


* 


Preſbytery in form. The field is fill quite clear for this, not 


only as it is a ſtep not hitherto taken, and to which all the 
labours of the Committee and Preſbytery were only prepara- 
tory, but as the cauſe has never been judicially tried in any 
ſhape. And averſe as the Preſbytery and ſuperior courts 
might be to go into this road, the conſtitution of the Church 
would ' oblige them. Gr if the difficulties attending ſuch a 


proceſs, the tediouſneſs of it, and above all the little proſpect 


of ſucceſs, ſho:ld diſcourage the attempt, a trial can be made 
of petitions and repreſentations, remonſtrances and proteſtations 
in a regular ſeries. It may well be ſuppoſed, ſuch meaſures 
will irritate. Tue beginnings of them may be treated with 
much negle& or proud diſdain ; but by the bleſſing of God 


they would gradually extend, ſlrengthen and acquire ſuch re- 
ſpectability 


Find”) 


ſpectability and firmneſs of tone, as to make the haughtieſt 
Doctors, and their higheſt Sanhedrims tremble. They over- 
threw the Colaſſus of Antichriſtian Idolatry and Tyranny, and 
afterwards of Prelatical ſuperſtition and domination in this land. 
The recent effect of the loweſt of them in the affair of the 
Popiſb Bill muſt be remembered. It is ſtill before us, as a mo- 
nument of the national ſpirit, and the majeſty of the people; 
which, properly diſplayed and ſet in motion, muſt be revered 
by the moſt formidable human governments 3 much more by 
Preſbyterian Church- men, who derive all their conſequence a- 
mong an . people, from the ſacred office with which 
they are inveſted, and a ſuitable performance of their functions. 
This is the fitteſt ſeaſon that has occurred for at leaſl fifty 
years. If it is ſlighted, a holy and righteous God will, in all 
probability, throw this Church into a deeper ſleep, add to the 
weight of her chains, and rivet them, till times of general re- 
freſhing come from his preſence. If it is ſuitably improved, it 
may be the Ara of God's recalling our bondage, and building 
his houſe yet again among us like a high palace, where the 
truth and peace, undefiled religion in all its amiable and be- 
nign glories, ſhall flouriſh to lateſt poſterity. | 

But alas, what do I ſay, Sir? Almoſt all ſeek their own 
things, and not the things which are Jesvs Cugisr's. Or, if 
there be a few otherwiſe minded, ſo timid are they, ſo great 
mountains riſe to their view, that I ſee every man with his 
hands on his loins, and all faces turned to palenefs. Awake, a- 
wake, put on ſtrength, O arm of the Lord! awake as in the 
ancient days, in the generations of old. Ariſe, O Lord! plead 
thine own cauſe, remember how the foohſh man reproacheth 
thee daily, Forget not the voice of thine enemies: The tu- 
mult of thoſe that riſe up againſt thee increaſeth continually. 
Do thou judge thy people, and repent thyſelf for thy ſervants, 
when thou ſeeſt their power is gone, and that there is none 
ſhut up nor left. And thus turn again our captivity, O Lord! 
as ſtreams of water in the ſouth.” “ 


I am, 
Dear S18, 
Yours, 


ArRIL 28. 85 


NARRATIVE of the Proceedings of the Synod. 
Tux Synod having reſumed the buſineſs upon Wedneſday, 
2 motion was made and ſeconded, that as Dr M*Gill had ſhown 
' a diſpoſition to make ſuitable acknowledgments, in order to 
reſtore peace, that ſome miniſters ſhould retire along with Dr 
M-Gill, to draw up what might appear to them calculated to 
produce ſo defirable an end. —The Synod having conſidered 
this motion, did appoint fix miniſters, vis. Dr Snodgraſs, Mr 
Balfour, and Mr Dun; Dr James Wodrow, Mr Gilbert Lang 
and Mr Bog, as a committee to retire immediately with Dr 
M<*Gill for this purpoſe, taking with them what papers they 
thought proper.—And Dr M' Gill having withdrawn his for- 
mer anſwers which had been given into the Preſbytery, ſaid 
committee, with Dr M Gill, retired for ſome hours, and then 
the committee brought in their report, which conſiſted of an 
Explanation and Apology by Dr M*Gill, and which being read 
and duly conſidered, this Synod did, and hereby do approve 
thereof, and receive the ſame as ſatisfactory, and order the 
ſame to be publiſhed, together with that ſection of the Con- 
feſſion of Faith, which reſpects the original and eſſential digni- 
ty of Chriſt; and alſo that ſection of the Confeſſion which re- 
lates to the atonement of CHRIST the MEDIATOR, with 
the ſections of the Confeſſion of Faith therein ee 
mall be publiſhed along with Dr M*GilVs Explanation and A- 
pology.—Upon-reading this ſentence, Dr M*<Gill declared his 
acquieſcence, and took inſtruments in the clerk's hands. 

The Synod, deeply impreſſed with a ſenſe of the happy con- 
cluſion to which this matter is brought, and hoping, that, 
by the bleſſing of God, the terminating of this affair, will tend 
to maintain peace and truth in this Church, and preſerve the 
authority of her-ſtandards, called upon a member- in name of 
the Synod, to return ſolemn thanks to God, for his counte- ws: 
nance and direction in this buſineſs, which was done accordingly- 


Concluſion of Dr M- Gill's Explanation and Apology, which is at 
preſent laid before the public, till an authentic copy of the 
whole is procured, which the Synod has ordered to be publiſhed. 
* Conſidering that every member of the Church of Scot- 

« land, is bound by very ſolemn engagements to adhere to the 

e ſtandards, and as thele ſtandards are the only authoritative 

<< interpreters of the Sacred Scriptures amongſt us, I hereby 

<< again declare, that I am heartily ſorry, that my publications 

“ ſhould have given offence to my brethren, or the world. 

« And, upon further reflection, I am ſenfible, that there are 

ce ideas in theſe publications, which may appear improper, 

and expreſſions unguarded and ambiguous, particularly re- 

«© ſpecting the original and eſſential dignity of the Son of God; 

«© the doctrine of atonement by his ſufferings and death; the 

ce prieſthood and interceſſion of Chriſt ; the method of recon- 

& ciling ſinners to God; and ſubſcription to the Confeſſion of 

“ Faith: All which ideas I hereby diſclaim, and for all which 

c expreſſions I am heartily ſorry, and hereby declare my be- 

lief of theſe great articles, a this; laid down in the ſtan- 
* dards of this Church.” £4 > 


